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From the barefoot races of 8th century BC to the underwater obstacle courses in the early 20th

century to the high-tension Berlin Games preceding World War II, the Olympics have always been

exciting dramas of athletic prowess and human interest.Â  In A Passion for Victory, award-winning

author Benson Bobrick tells the details of the captivating story of the Olympic Games, starting with

their inception in Ancient Greece. This wonderfully readable narrative is rich with anecdotes and

profiles of athletes and weaves in important historical events to create a complete picture of each

installment of the Games. This thorough account of an international fixation is gripping, poignant,

and occasionally hilarious.
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Starred Review, Booklist, June 2012:â€œSupported by loads of fascinating quotes, this history of

the ancient and early modern Olympics shines.â€•

BENSON BOBRICK earned his doctorate from Columbia University and is the author of one other

nonfiction book for young people, The Battle of Nashville, and several critically acclaimed books for

adults. In 2002, he received the Literature Award of the American Academy and Institute of Arts and

Letters. He and his wife, Hilary, divide their time between New York and Vermont.

[This review also appears on Andi's Young Adult Books.]It's the Summer of 2012, which means it is

time for the Summer Olympics in London, England. This athletic tradition has deeper roots than



some kids can imagine. A Passion for Victory seeks to tell the story of that tradition, starting with the

Ancient Greeks through the early modern era.It opens with a chronology that highlights major

events. The first story is about a man who survived the icy waters after the Titanic sank and went on

to be an Olympic champion. The timing of that story is also notable because 2012 marks the 100

year-anniversary of the Titanic sinking.The first two chapters go into a lot of detail about the original

Olympic games that took place in Ancient Greece. It compares those games to the modern ones.

The next several chapters focus on the revival of the modern Olympic games in the 1800s,

particularly the first 100 years. The epilogue focuses on the Olympics around WWII and includes

several photographs. An appendix features lists of medal records won from 1896 to 1948.This book

reads very much like a textbook and isn't as engaging as others I have read. The language used is

more appropriate for older readers, which is why I have it classified as young adult and not so much

as a chapter book. Also, discussions of Hitler and political topics are more appropriate for older

students. These aspects of the Olympics are not as often discussed when talking about the topic. I

did also notice much more discussion of women in the politics, as well. It is full of lots of information

and resources for further study.I received a complimentary eARC in exchange for my honest review.
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